Issue 40: this is NoTthe Match Day Programme 





May June 
1999 

40 Pages 
$3:00 

(which is 

dirt cheap if 

you bother to 
read it) 





It was twenty (five) years ago today 
Rale Rasic took the boys to play 

They ve been going in and out of style 

But they re guaranteed to raise a smile 


So let me introduce to you 
The team you've known for all these years 


Sgt Blanco s Aussie Socceroos... | 


Studs Up - P O Box 53, Oakleigh South 3167 


Website: www.ozemail.com.au/~studsup/first1.htm 
E-mail: studsup@ozemail.com.au 
Subscription rates: $18 for six issues, $32 for twelve. 

Please make all cheques / money orders payable to 'STUDS UP". 






Disclaimer: 
This is a FANZINE, and should be viewed accordingly!! 
The opinions expressed in these bits of paper have been developed through years of watch- 
ing, reading, playing , thinking, sleeping and generally living soccer since Oz last qualified for 
the World Cup finals. Therefore, no offence or offence is intended and none should be taken. 


Read, digest, and get in touch. 





Studs Up is- 
Captain: 

| Kevin Christopher 
| First Mate: 
Harry Georgiadis 
Compiled by: 
Garry McPhee 
Galley Slaves: 
Greg Stock 
Stevo 

Nick Guoth 

Roy Hay 

Green Royer 


Kasey Puyenbroek 
Andrew Howe 
Peter Kartsidimas 
Matt Curtis 

Leon Keramaris 


Special Thanks to Geol Coy 
(he knows why!) 
And Sitter! Editor 
Bruce Holloway 





In this issue..... 

Features 

4 - Who's running this league? And what are the rules 
anyway? - 

6 - World Stars - Still an intoxicating mix 

8 - The Kings - For or against? - 

12 - Studs Up Round-up - 1998/99 Ericsson Cup Finals. 


16 - Talk to the media!! - 


19 - 1974 and all that... - 
23 - Hi, Ho, Hi, Ho, It's off to the World Cup we go - If 


| you're a Matilda, that is... 


24 - Bah(rain) Humbug!! - 


| 26 - News from the Capital - 


28 - Interview with a Formeroo - Greg Stock extracts the 
vital info from Keith Learmonth. 

32 - Land of Opportunity? - 

34 - On the Buses (pt 2) - 


Departments 

7 - Get the Book out! - And the flare-chuckers 
are back again.... 

31 - Dear SU - It seems we may have been a bit 
harsh on John Didulica back in SU39. 

36 - Did that REALLY happen? - Featuring 
some more amazing Andrew Howe stats! 

38 - Bulletin Board - Including some news on 


another exciting new Oz publication 
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A Silver Jubilee To Celebrate 


At times we have to pinch ourselves. Yes, Australia has played a FIFA World XI on 
home turf. Just a few short years ago, the mere idea would have been unthinkable. 
Imagine the reaction such a concept would have provoked back in 1974, when the 
Socceroos travelled to the World Cup Finals for the first time. 


In that context, the timing of the match at Homebush could hardly have been 
better. It was be almost twenty-five years to the day when Peter Wilson shook 
hands with Franz Beckenbauer and launched this country into a frenzy of 
anticipation. What followed was almost an anti-climax - no goals, and defensive 
displays which bordered on submission, yet the Socceroos returned home with 
heads held high, knowing they had lost to the world champions and the only team 
to beat the world champions. A draw with Chile was tangible reward for the spirit 
shown by, effectively, a bunch of amateurs against world-class hardened 
professionals. 


Perhaps it was the lack of adventure shown, but the Socceroos performances 
failed to sustain Joe Public's imagination, and subsequent non-appearances at 
World Cup Finals have merely confirmed to Joe that when it came to the world 
stage, the Socceroos were out of their league. Besides, the Wallabies could beat 
almost anybody, as could the Kangaroos, and the Boomers, and we're pretty good 
at cricket most of the time, and we've got the best footy in the world... 


Then came November 27, 1997. Those who were there will never forget it. Those 
who weren't wish they could. But if one positive emerged from that night, it proved 
that the Australian public are interested, if Australia's best team is on the park, if 
the opposition's best team is on the park, and if the game means something. 

While some may question whether June 12, 1999 satisfied that criteria, it provided 
a timely reminder of how far we have come as a real football nation since Peter and 
Franz shook hands. 


Meanwhile, at Domestic Level.. 


From the time Sydney United held off Perth Glory to secure their spot in the grand 
final against South Melbourne, most of us held our breath. While we were dazzled 
by events in Perth and Norih Sydney it came down to two traditional clubs to fight 
out the final battle, and as anyone with NSL experience will tell you, an '‘all- 
European’ final can produce some unsavoury scenes. 


And so it was that the organisers felt the need to employ a small army of police and 
a few dozen mounted police and hundreds of extra security personnel for fear of, 
well, who knows what? The league wanted a showpiece. But for what, or more 
importantly, for who? 

Most of the 'hardcore'’ fans at both ends of the pitch, and even some club officials, 
will privately tell you they are happy to be just left alone and cause no real danger 
to anyone. They have yet to convey that message to the families that stayed away 
in droves. 


Who's running this league? 
And what are the rules anyway? 


hese are uncertain times in the Australian National Soccer League. While the 

league approached the climax of the 1998/99 season, there seemed to be almost 

as much interest In the make-up of next year's league. Carlton, West Adelaide, 
Gippsland and even grand finalists Sydney United were under clouds of varying density, 
but each contained a thunderstorm just waiting to happen. 





Carlton fans had a right to check the date on the newspaper when they awoke on May 13 
to be informed that Justin Madden, 332 game veteran with (AFL) Carlton would be 
replacing Peter Jess as the new chairman. An astonishing development considering it was 
a mere ten weeks since Jess spoke about the exciting future for the club. 


While debate raged over whether a new licence fee was required, Jess decided he wasn't 
as enthusiastic as he used to be. Maybe it was the fact that the Blues lost their last eight 
straight. Maybe it was the fact that the move to Olympic Park resulted in even worse 
crowds than they were getting at Optus Oval. Or maybe Jess has decided to continue with 
his initial aim of becoming a FIFA accredited agent. Maybe it depends which cynic you 
talk to. 


Things are even murkier over the border in South Oz. Adelaide Sharks have been 
on a ventilator a couple of times this season, with various people contributing their 
own forms of oxygen and carbon-dioxide to the mix, but with the Adelaide United/ 
Aces/Vultures circling overhead it seemed certain the plug was about to be pulled 
on the critically ill patient. Again each time the subject of a new licence fee is 
raised it seems to scare off potential investors, a la Neweastle. Or are the fees so 
flexible as to allow room for manoeuvring? 


Gippsland too are having chronic financial problems, but with an administrator 
appointed to run the club's affairs and with president Fred Di Sipto now ready to 
stand aside, the Falcons may have one last crack at making a success of things. 


Unlike Sydney United, who now stand on the edge of the precipice like never 
before. 

Coming so close to the windfall associated with the Oceania/World Club 
Championships will make any assessment even more painful, but there must now be 
serious doubts as to whether United can hold on to a playing and coaching staff that 
were paying their own hotel bills on away trips. Who knows how such a resilient 
club will approach the task? After all, they've coped with the odd exodus pretty 
well in the past. 


But all the woes of Oz clubs and the dodgy regulations are overshadowed by the 
complete balls-up that is the Auckland Kings, where the Kiwi fans weren't sure if 
they were in or out so naturally the Oz fans had little idea of the real state of play. 


The situation seemed to be clear when NSL general manager Stefan Kamasz 
flew over to Auckland to sit in on the press conference announcing the Kings birth. 
And why not? Both Soccer Australia and Soccer New Zealand are happy with the 
five-year licence agreement so why not held a conference and tell the rest of us. eh? 


Well, silly as it sounds, FIFA are yet to give their stamp of approval to the 
arrangement, with the legal committee taking a closer look at submissions in Los 
Angeles on July 7. 


Kings chairman Chris Turner believes there is no reason why North Harbour 
Stadium shouldn't pull a capacity crowd to the opening match, If FIFA give the 
green light next month, Turner may be right. 





World Stars - Still an intoxicating mix 


Well, it wasn't quite what we expected, was it? After being promised a crate of Dom 
Perignon we got a slab of assorted UDLs. Once again we are reminded of the bloke 
who bought tickets for Phantom of the Opera and copped lead performances from the 
stand-ins. 

Given that FIFA apparently wouldn't allow the promoters to throw in some sweeteners 
with the official invitation, it wasn't surprising to see the big names pull out one by one. 
Worse, the Melbourne Herald Sun listed Yorke, Schmeichel and Giggs as ‘certainties’, 
with Del Piero, Zidane, Kluivert and Zidane listed as ‘almost certainties’. Then, in the 
final insult to the Aussie fans' intelligence, one Sydney 'newspaper’ announced on June 
6 that Germany's Thomas Helmer and Brazil's Romario were both confirmed! 

Things got so bad that Matt Le Tissier was added to the squad just because he 
happened to be in Oz at the time. Or, again, so we are led to believe. 

So rather than Ronaldo, Batistuta, Blanc and Maldini we got Buruk, Rufer, Ramzy and 
song. Which didn't give the fans much to sing about. 


Oz 3 Zelic 46, Emerton 57, og (Margas) 66 
World Stars (!?!) 2 Yakin 10, Rufer 90 

Referee: Masayoshi Okada (Japan) 

Assistants: Hamdi Al-Sheikh Al-Kadri (Syria), Suresh Behari (Fiji) 
4th Official: Simon Micallef (Oz) 


™ GET THE BOOK OUT! «: 


Red Card to Northern Spirit for not producing a program for their final against 
Marconi. SocAus advised all six finalists that it would be producing a grand final 
program rather than, as has been the habit in recent years, producing a top six 
program. The lines of communication between NSO and SocAus became blurred. 
Spirit alleged they were advised NOT to produce a program. For the record, 
Adelaide City, the only other team playing at home during the first week of the 
finals, did produce a program 


Red Card to Queanbeyan City president Peter Gjorgievski who copped a ban from 
soccer Canberra for his involvement in using a player under a false name. 

Yeah, we know, plenty of clubs have pulled that shifty before, but unfortunately for 
Gjorgievski, the player concerned, Peter Trajkovski, was sent off and subsequently 
attacked the referee! 

Georgievski's explanation? Queanbeyan, after suffering a player exodus pre- 
season, were short of players and were apparently desperate enough to use 
Trajkovski for the match against Belconnen United on April 25. It didn't help. 
Queanbeyan were flogged 24-0. 


Caution: Rigobert Song 69 

Corners: Oz 5, WS 7 Shots on goal: Oz 12, WS 5 
Fouls: Oz 9, WS 12 Weather: Cool, clear 
Actual Playing Time: 65 minutes 

Attendance: 88,101 (Note: originally announced as 77,502 at half-time, but quickly 
revised, Someone suggested that SOCOG suddenly realised that the MCG match 
drew 85,000 and, well, you can guess the rest...) 


Red card to all those who can’t seem to help themselves from throwing 
flares on to the ground. It reached absurd levels at the Grand Final with 
one newspaper report gleefully claiming the Croats may have lost the match 
but they won the flare count 20-19. Actually we thought the Greeks won 
about 43-36, but maybe we were distracted by other goings-on.. 


Offsides: Oz 3, WS 5 
Temperature: 13 celsius 


Australia: Mark Bosnich (Zeljko Kalac 56): Paul Okon, Alex Tobin, 

Tony Popovic (Hayden Foxe 72), Tony Vidmar (Kevin Muscat 66), 

Stan Lazaridis; Ned Zelic (Vince Grella 85), Steve Corica, Harry Kewell 
(Brett Emerton 56); Mark Viduka (Aurelio Vidmar 46), John Aloisi 

World Stars: Bernard Lama (Jorge Campos 46); Julio Cesar, Lucas Radebe 
(Hany Ramzy 46), Taribo West (Javier Margas 46), Rigobert Song: 

Okan Buruk (Shaun Bartlett 46), Murat Yakin (Matthew Le Tissier 78), 
Leonardo, llia Tsymbalar (Wynton Rufer 63): Christian Vieri, 

Jurgen Klinsmann (Marco Branca 46) 





And finally a Yellow card to Studs Up - for the unnecessary comment at the end of 
GTBO in SU39. Rather than print the reasons we did (which could certainly have 
been taken as belittling) we should have just admitted we were tight on for space, 
booked Stefan Kamasz, and left it at that. We sincerely apologise to those affected 
and as it's our second booking, we'll cop our one match suspension on the chin... 


On Apnil 2, [van Vuksich triggered a well-overdue public debate on the merits of the 
Football Kings competing in the Australian National League. Until then the issue had 
been left largely in the hands of those who hang out in smoke-filled rooms. 
Supporters and administrators have since come out for and against. Here's a 
potpourn of opinion, starting with statements by Vuksich and a response from Mt 
Wellington chairman Bob Douglas, followed by thoughts from former Sitter! editor 
Derek Walker! and current editor Bruce Holloway. 


The Kings-- For or Against? 


Ivan Vuksich: 

Should We Run with the Kings or Not? 

a Ee. is a question that all soccer lovers should ponder long and hard in the coming weeks. 
FIFA are not happy with the idea of a team from one country playing in another countries 

league, and it is not difficult to see why, 

It hasn't helped the Welsh qualify for a World Cup in the modern era. In fact, their teams 

languish in the lower divisions of the English League, while the local game is in a bit of a mess. 

| believe the model we should be following is the one used by the smaller countries in Europe, 

who compete admirably with their bigger neighbours on the international stage. 

These smaller countries, e.g. Norway and Croatia, are both ranked in the world's top ten, and 

actively encourage their leading players to play in the world's best leagues, whilst still 

maintaining the best possible national competition. 

This approach encourages continued growth in home-based football, while still enabling these 

countries to compete internationally using their overseas-based players. We need look no 

further than our own All Whites for a good example of this approach in action. 

The Oceania Nations Cup win over Australia, along with the excellent results recorded against 

Chile and Korea early last year, were achieved with no little amount of assistance from our 

overseas-based players, who dominated the national team's line-up in each game. 

Also, FIFA's new World Club Championship will clash horribly with the King's programme, most 

likely preventing New Zealand from fielding a top team in this competition. And | have a niggling 

concern that the King’s will dominate all sponsorship money and all media attention, a situation 

which could result in the rest of the game vanishing into oblivion, much like what has happened 

to rugby league in this country following the advent of the Warriors, 

These are just some of the concerns that have to be carefully thought through by New Zealand 

soccer before they give their blessing to the King’s venture. This decision will have a major 

bearing on the future of New Zealand soccer. 

lt deserves much more debate and consideration. 


Bob Douglas: 
van Vuksich and | have been communicating together re soccer for a number of years, and | 
have a lot of respect and admiration for the way in which he and his team manage and 
promote their club, 
For the most part, we see eye to eye on the way we think the game should be run in New 
sabi but concerning the Kings’ entry into the Australian National League, we agree to 
isagree. 
From my own and Mt Wellington AFC's point of view, it is essential to compete in Australia, and 
| list some talking and discussion points below to support this view. 


1. More youngsters play soccer in New Zealand than any other sport, What happens to this 
large pool of potential soccer players, both at competitive and social playing levels, once they 


reach the school-leaving age? 


You only have to look at the number of senior teams playing for the clubs around Auckland 
to know that a large percentage have turned to other sports or given up altogether. Some of 
the larger clubs have up to 50 junior sides and are rightly praised for their promotion of junior 
soccer. The same clubs would be lucky to have up to ten senior sides so where have all the 
kids gone? 


Once at teenage level they are exposed to a daily bombardment of rugby and rugby leaque, 
and with this kind of marketing, it is littke wonder that many change their allegiance. With the 
Kings in Australia, there will be much more exposure of soccer in the press and on television 
than at any time since those heady days of 1982. 

At, present, we have virtually no publicity of any note, with the obvious exception of the 
adverse kind, but with the advent of the Kings, this will change, and | am confident that 
attendances at their games will surprise even the Kings’ greatest critics. 

With a team like the Kings to support, | believe many of our younger players will stay with the 
sport, and perhaps we will see our youngsters turning up for training in a soccer shirt instead 
of a Blues or Warriors jersey. 


2. There are many players in New Zealand who are capable of playing at Australian National 
League level but who, for various reasons, prefer to play in this country. The Kings will give 
these players the opportunity to play at a higher level as professionals. 

They will improve dramatically with the higher level of competition and many of them, as in 
Australia, will return to their winter clubs and boost the level of soccer played at the next tier 
down, be that North or South Island League soccer or a National League. 


3. It has been said that rugby league has deteriorated at provincial and club level since the 
Warriors were formed, and that many clubs would prefer to return to the old system. Living in 
Mt Wellington, which is something of a rugby league stronghold, | have friends involved it the 
administration of two of the proudest rugby league clubs in the area, Ellerslie United and 
Otahuhu Rovers. 

The feedback from them is “thank God for the Warriors! We don't have to work on 
publicising our game, we just have to run our club at our own level”, 

The recruitment of rugby league players | good, as they can see a pathway to the top through 
the clubs to the Warriors. | suspect that if a poll were taken of all rugby league clubs in New 
Zealand, there would be overwhelming support for the retention of the Warriors. 


4. Some clubs say the advent of the Kings will adversely affect our own top-level football, 
How? We are probably at, or close to, an all-time low at present. 

The Kings can't impact on our crowd numbers, as they are, with one or two exceptions, 
abysmal. They can only improve our present level of publicity because we get very little at the 
best of times — our national daily in Auckland provides us with nowhere near the amount of 
column-space the game warrants in this area of the world! 


so how can the Kings affect New Zealand saccer? They will give a huge breath of fresh air to 
our soccer scene and they will play outside our winter season. They will get, comparatively 
speaking, huge publicity and this will result in large crowds watching them. Of course, they 
will have to be successful to attract crowds, but the same statement applies to any sports 
team you'd care to mention. 


The Warriors were the first New Zealand club team to play in a regular overseas-based 
competition. That code has benefited from such a move. 

Ruagby's response has been the introduction of the Super 12 competition, and there can be no 
denying the degree to which this has captured people's imagination, Why should soccer not 
look to follow the example of both these sports, through the entry of the Auckland Kings into 
the Australian National Soccer League? 


| do not subscribe to the belief that playing in the Australian National League will be 
detrimental to our local game, so bring on the Kings! Who knows what the future could hold, 
as such may be the interest and effect on the game here that it may lead to another New 
Zealand side, as well as the Kings, playing in the Australian League.” Ee 


“) 





Support the Kings 
by Derek Walker, founding editor, Sitter! 
Grou the Auckland Kings go ahead? Or will they ruin local soccer? 

That has been the great debate over the last year, since it became 

apparent that the Auckland Kings bid to enter the A League wasn't a pipe- 
dream, but was, in fact, a reality. 
Many a comment has been written in many a local club programme since the 
Kings went from being a possibility to a probability, and the majority of them 
have come out against the entry by the Kings into the Australian League, 
officially known as the Ericsson Cup, but colloquially known as the A League. 


Why? Why should the vast majority of NZ clubs be against the Auckland Kings 

being a part of the Australian club scene. From where I'm sitting, | can see no 
reason other than the petty minded, looking-after-number-one approach that 
has, unfortunately held back the game in this country for years. 


The common arguments presented tend to be along the lines of the following; 
1) It will damage the quality of our local game. 

How’? Having the best 12 or so Kiwi's, along with a few imports, playing against 
the best in the Pacific region can only enhance the game here, and give our 
real stars (for example, though not necessarily; Danny Hay, Vaughn Coveny, 
Gavin Wilkinson, Sean Douglas) the chance to play at the best level available, 
while remaining NZ based, and therefore able to contribute something to the 
game here, and not, as Is now, to the game in Australia. 

2) It will affect the interest in the local game. 

What interest? In the North Island league, attendances have been poor so far. 
| cannot speak authoritively, but I'm pretty sure the South Island League would 
have to acknowledge the same. This comes as no surprise. Go along to any 
game in the weekend, and at least half the crowd will be people you know by 
sight; people you have seen at other games before. We need to attract other 
fans - new fans - not the same old diehards that already attend the games. The 
current league situation, whether it be national/north/south or summer/winter 
holds no interest for the public at large. Give them something new, give them 
some trans-tasman rivalry, give them anything, as long as you give them 
something drastically different, because what we've got now ain't working, and 
will never work. 


In a nutshell, the Kings and their administration have shown real courage in 
doing what they are doing. We should all support their intentions, because, 
while the investors are there for one reason and one reason only - to profit - 
they are doing more to promote our game globally than anyone else has done 
for a long time. 





Exciting new peak, crumbling base 
by Sitter! editorBruce Holloway 


will be supporting the Kings........However | will be doing so with my 

heart rather than my head. | want the Kings “to work” but have grave 
reservations over way they have come to be the new focal point for New 
Zealand soccer. The Kings are a good idea, but | question whether their 
time has come, looking at the ailing state of the grass roots of the game 
here. 


We need to build strong foundations in New Zealand soccer. Instead, with 
the Kings we have effectively created a powerful new tier at the top of the 
pyramid and plonked it on top of the same old crumbling base. 


It's frightening. Our coaching system is a mess, we can’t run a national 
league, and the volunteer system Is creaking at the joints in most New 
Zealand clubs. 


But suddenly we have the Kings. Their coronation has occurred incidental 
to developments in the rest of the domestic game. This presents a 
philosophical dilemma. The Kings may be the answer, but they never bore 
any relationship to the questions being asked at grass-roots level. 


In other words the Kings did not arise out of our practice. There was no 
groundswell in the ranks lobbying for it. It is yet another solution imposed 
from those on high. 

Ideally the Kings should have arisen from strength within the game. We 
would have have a national league working and a desire to move the next 
step. That was how we first did it with the national league back in 1970. We 
got regional leagues running properly in the late 60s. Then we moved up a 
gear. But like so much of New Zealand soccer's recent history, the Kings 
have come at us through the looking glass. Once again our best moves 
have been made back to front. 


Maybe, in a curious sort of way that fits the bill. As an Aussie colleague 
pointed out, we have the tail wagging the dog with the grand launch 
occurring a couple of months before Fifa rules on its legality. And if it goes 
belly-up, do we have a plan B? Or is this the last throw of the dice? 


lf it sounds like I'm overly down on the Kings, I'll explain why | support 
them. In a country where we struggle to see our national team play at home 
from year to year, it represents the best standard of football we are likely to 
see. 

It's a bit like the Under 17 tournament. It may be hard to rationalise why we 


should choose to have it at this stage, but if we've got it, we've got to do our 
best to make sure it works. 


Besides, it's getting very hard to invent new dawns in New Zealand soccer. 
The credibility of the game wont survive another fiasco. 


“— 





Yep, it's time for another Studs Up Round 


Elimination Final - 1st leg - Sunday, May 2 - Hindmarsh Stadium, 4:30pm 
Adelaide City 0 

Perth Glory 0 

Referee: Matthew Breeze Attendance: Approx 5,250 

Perth did well to secure a draw (or a point, as Paul Wade keeps insisting) but the 
Zebras will believe they did enough to win, and were extremely unlucky with a 
second half Carl Veart drive that cannoned off an upright with Franken well beaten. 
Both sides had their chances, with Miller forcing Petkovic into a good save early 
while Talladira, Mori and Tobin went closest for Ad City. Markovski and Boutsianis 
Started on the bench for Perth and played twenty minutes between them, reducing 
the attacking options against an Ad City defence which had now conceded just 
three goals in their past eight matches. For all their huffing and puffing however 
City couldn't blow Perth away and the hosts’ misfortune was compounded by the 
lowest attendance of the finals series, a figure barely above their regular season 
average! 





Elimination Final - 2nd leg - Saturday, May 8 - WACA, 7:30pm 
Perth Glory 2 Jamie Harnwell 73, Despotovski 91 
Adelaide City 1 Damian Mori 70 
Referee: Simon Micallef Attendance: 25,067 
A sell-out crowd enjoyed the thrill of a last minute victory although the home side 
looked doomed when Mori rifled the visitors ahead with a free-kick that may have 
taken a slight deflection. Harnwell’s headed equaliser from Trajkovski's excellent 
cross gave his team hope and City's defence crumbled in stoppage time when 


GP 


-Up.......1998/99 Ericsson Cup Finals 


three Glory shirts queued up to head the winner past Petkovic. Despotovski won 
the race for Harnwell's vital knock back and guaranteed himself headlines for at 
least a week. Unluckiest man of the two-legged affair was proably Carl Veart, who 
hit the bar with ten minutes to go. As Man Utd fans will testify however, fate is a 
powerful ally. As Bernd Stange put it: "Next Saturday another party and we need a 
stadium for 60,000 or 70,000 people." 


Elimination Final - ist leg - Friday, April 30 - North Sydney Oval, 7:30pm 
Northern Spirit 0 

Marconi Fairfield 0 

Referee: Eugene Brazzale Attendance: 17, 246 

There may have been no goals but there was no lack of action as the league's 
newest rivalry almost spilled over into serious violence, with Darren McDonald the 
centre of attention following an incident involving Michael Cunico the previous 
week. lan Crook's dreadful tackle on McDonald should have produced a red card 
but didn't, while Slater was also lucky when an aerial challenge resulted in six 
stitches for McDonald's face. A request by Marconi officials for SocAus to ‘go to 
the videotape over both incidents resulted in charges being dismissed. "The 
referee's decision is final’ says NSL general manager Stefan Kamasz. Marconi 
'‘lost' the blood-bin count 4-1 but their resilience was deserving of a draw. And had 
they been facing ten men like they should have... 


Elimination Final - 2nd leg - Sunday, May 9 - Marconi Stadium, 5pm 
Marconi Fairfield 2 Mike Smith 45, Sean Babic 48 

Northern Spirit 1 Graham Arnold 62 

Referee: Mark Shield Attendance: 11,319 


After the blood and guts came the skills and thrills. Bingley headed on to the top of 
the bar with the home defence statuesque, but the best chance of the opening half 
fell almost immediately after to Babic who controlled a long ball superbly, danced 
around and around the defence, then Henderson, only for his weak shot to be 
cleared off the line by Arnold. Marconi broke the deadlock deep into first half injury 
time when Smith glanced a corner into the far corner and they seemed destined to 
cruise. But a dreadful error by Henderson who allowed a long clearance to bounce 
over him, saw Sean Babic rewarded for his chasing with a simple tap-in. Spirit 
lived up to their title in the closing stages and will kick themselves for not advancing 
further, but the aim of year one was to make the finals. Mission accomplished. 


Major Semi Final - 1st leg - Sunday, May 9 - Bob Jane Stadium, 3pm 

South Melbourne 2Michael Curcija 45, Vaughan Coveny 54 

Sydney United 1 Richard Plesa 72 

Referee: Eddie Lennie Attendance: 10, 691 

Despite Day and Sterjovski being well held by the Souths defence the visitors 
deserved at least one goal for an enterprising performance. A great piece of skill 
from Trimboli set up Curcija for the opener while Coveny headed in direct from a 
Lozanovski corner. At 2-0 Postecoglou used his subs in an effort to close the 
game down, but Plesa's strike rattled the home side who were lucky to escape with 
the win when Peter Bennett brought the best out of Petkovic in the dying minutes. 
Sydney United had one other golden chance when Sterjovski was foiled in a one- 


on-one with Petkovic. 


Major Semi Final - 2nd leg - Sunday, May 16 - Edensor Park, 3pm 
Sydney United 0 
South Melbourne 0 


Referee: Gerry Connolly Attendance: 11, 579 

South Melbourne, rocked by the news of David Clarkson's personal grief, gutsed 
their way to an impressive scoreless draw but in truth were unlucky not to win the 
game. Kupresak deflected a Souths corner against the underside of his own 
crossbar in the first half while Anastasiadis missed an open goal in stoppage time 
in the second half. Mile Sterjovski could have given SU the lead when a poor 
losifidis back-pass played him one-on-one with Petkovic, but his shot grazed the 
outside of the post after the 'keeper had narrowed the angle admirably. Despite the 
fear of a red card causing a grand final suspension, there were plenty of fierce 
tackles and elbows (and some subsequent over-reactions), some of which should 
have resulted in bookings, but Connolly was in a lenient mood, which most of the 
participants appreciated. Not a match for the faint-hearted. 


Minor Semi Final - Saturday, May 15 - WACA, 7:30pm 

Perth Glory 1 Buddy Farah (own goal) 21 

Marconi Fairfield 0 

Referee; Brett Hugo Attendance: Approx 28,000 

Glory hung on to a deserving victory after absorbing enormous Marconi pressure, 
including a run of five consecutive corners in the second half. Ante Covic looked 
uncertain in the air and Perth looked likely to add to their score but Marconi will fee! 
they did enough to warrant extra-time, even if Franken was only forced into the one 
difficult save in the first half. An interesting challenge on Sean Babic right on the 
full time whistled was the sort that has resulted in a penalty from other referees, but 
Hugo would have caused a riot had he pointed to the spot, such was the 
atmosphere by the 93rd minute. Even WA Premier Richard Court was suitably 
impressed and the Glory seem set to have the government jump on the 
bandwagon. It should have some momentum by this time next year. 





Preliminary Final - Sunday, May 23 - Marconi Stadium, 3pm 
Sydney United 2 Mile Sterjovski 13, Steve Berry 70 
Perth Glory 1 Con Boutsianis 85 


Referee: Mark Shield Attendance: 7,698 

After an initial onslaught which forced an off-the-line clearance from Jacob Burns, 
Glory were unable to sustain the pace of the game which Sydney wanted to play. 
A wet field and grizzly conditions didn't suit either side but SU adapted better and 
perhaps should have had the game in their pocket by half time. Nathan Day 
glanced a header against the base of a post and missed two other good chances, 
while Sterjovski could have added to the one he did score had he been in top form. 
As it was he gave his side the lead, exploiting the lack of pace in the Glory backline 
by getting goal side of a great ball by Steve Berry and beating Franken with ease. 
He also gave his side a tactical advantage when Craig Deans was forced from the 
field with a suspected broken shoulder, the result of a seemingly harmless wrestle 
with the Pumas’ top scorer. 

United were the stronger side after the break as well, with Perth's forward forays 
hampered by woeful crossing, and Sydney deserved their second when the 
underrated Berry put the icing on a memorable 100th NSL appearance when he 
finished a sweeping move involving a cross from Griffiths and a dummy from Day. 
The man with the most ludicrous sideburns in the league then hit the bar six 
minutes later when a goal would have buried the Glory, but when Boutsianis scored 
with just seven minutes on the clock, memories of 29/11/97 momentarily flooded 
back. A red card to Tony Franken just two minutes later may have been 
controversial, but the final result certainly wasn't. 


Grand Final - Sunday, May 30 - Olympic Park 

South Melbourne 3 Paul Trimboli 52 , John Anastasiadis 63, 87 
Sydney United 2 Mile Sterjovski 7, Danny Townsend 90 
Referee: Simon Micallef Attendance: 15,194 


A cagey first half saw United take the initiative in midfield and they were good value 
for the 1-0 lead at the break. And they may consider what might have been had 
Trimboli been red carded for being, er, rather overzealous in his questioning of the 
perpetrator of what he considered "a cheap shot". Trimboli eventful first half was 
complete when he tore a calf muscle, requiring an injection during the break. It is 
not known if the two incidents are related. 

Souths hit back in the second half with the strengthening breeze at their backs, with 
class and bench strength the decisive factors. Goran Lozanovski played despite 
his urgent need to go under the knife and produced enough to suggest the result 
may have been different without him, and with the inspirational Clarkson returning 
as well, it gave the ‘home’ side a further edge when it was really needed. 

And then, of course, there is JA. After witnessing Man Utd's exploits in Barcelona 
there is now surely the belief in every player, in every team, that dreams are just a 
step away. Coming on as a substitute he ghosted in at the back post and scored 
with his first touch. Dave Mitchell's possible thoughts at that moment in time on the 
back of a postcard please! 

By the time he had scored his second, a spectacular diving header to complete an 
excellent passing drill Souths were home. Not even a late reply from the persistent 
Townsend could deny South Melbourne retaining their 100% record in grand finals. 














TALK TO THE MEDIA 


By ‘Stevo’ 





are embarking upon another NSL off-season. Most supporters of NSL clubs 

will now turn their attention to the annual blood-lettings and player and coach 
movements that keep fans amused and interested all over the world while whetting 
their appetites for the next season. For those in Queensland who support the 
Brisbane Strikers, however, June is a signpost to a desolate, arctic wasteland. 


Using the words ‘arctic’ and 'Queensland' in the same sentence might seem odd 
to some readers. ‘Arctic’, though, is a perfectly suitable word to describe the 
apparent relationship between the Strikers and the Queensland media in recent 
times, and particularly during recent off-seasons. 


J une is now upon us and, with another NSL season in the history books, we 


The level of media coverage of Ericsson Cup soccer in Queensland has recently 
plummeted to the lowest level for about five years. While the State's newspaper 
juggernaut The Couner-Mail has traditionally been among the more miserly capital 
city dailies when it comes to coverage of soccer, Strikers supporters should look 
beyond this for answers to the question "Why?" This particular supporter thinks it 
has much to do with the Strikers' apparent philosophy on communication, which 
seems to be lifted straight from the pre-Gorbachev Kremlin Handbook. 


In an age when communication for football clubs is being made easier every day 
due to technological advancements and the availability of training in media 
techniques, the Strikers seem intent on going in the other direction - to the chagrin 
of their supporters and the detriment of the club. Lately, it would be easier to 
extract information from granite than to read about what is going on within the club. 


A few short years ago it was all so much better. In the off-season of 1995 the club 
was ambitious and determined to forge a profile, both in the NSL and the local 
media. The signing of Frank Farina from Europe and the club's move to Suncorp 
Stadium were proclaimed to a responsive local media. Considerable momentum 
was built up for the coming season, and Farina soon found himself with a weekly 
spot on Channel 7's news bulletin and a weekly column in the Sunday Mail (the 
Courier-Mails Sunday sister). Media coverage of the Strikers during the season 
proper lifted appreciably, 


But it didn't take long for this idyllic state of affairs to begin to unravel. The 1996 
off-season arrived after the Strikers had enjoyed a best-ever fourth placing in the 
NSL under then coach Bruce Stowell. There were, however, rumours of player 
discontent with Stowell and no sooner had the season ended than Stowell was 
given his marching orders by the Strikers. The Courier-Mail ran a story quoting 
Stowell alleging some petty and heartless treatment by the Strikers Board, 
whereupon Strikers supremo lan Brusasco spat the dummy and declared he wasn't 
going to talk further to the paper on the topic of the vacant coaching position. 


The Courier-Mail, which has in the last ten years functioned as |ittle more than a 
PR arm of the Brisbane Broncos, wasn't about to go kissing the backsides of 


recalcitrant soccer administrators for soccer stories while there was a “footy” 
season to cover. 








The result? Strikers fans spent the next few months wondering what the hell was 
going on with their club's vacant coaching position until Brusasco persuaded Farina 
to take on the player-coach role and decided it was time at last to hold a press 
conference to announce it. The die was now cast. With the notable exception of 
Farina's media activities, the new Strikers media policy appeared to be "tell ‘em 
nothing until we can make a splash". The rest of the time the media, and the 
Strikers fans who rely upon it to get news of their club, could simply wait.....and 
wait. 

The ensuing '96/97 season was, of course, the season when the Strikers won the 
Ericsson Cup. With hindsight, it appears that the on-field success of the Strikers 
disguised the problems that continued to exist within the club and between it and 
the media. Soccer's immense potential within this State was shown in match 
attendances as the team's winning run gathered pace. By the time the finals series 
arrived, the club really didn't need to lift its game off the field to ensure attention. 
The media responded to earlier crowds of 13,000 and 14,000 by giving the Strikers 
an unprecedented Grand Final build-up of Broncos proportions. As a result, the 
Strikers played the final before 40,000 adrenalin-charged spectators whose support 
helped the team to sweep away Sydney United. 


Meanwhile, however, the club's financial position had scarcely improved and 
neither had its desire to communicate with its new-found fans through the media, 
Another long off-season ensued, with the only significant announcement being the 
recruitment of Andy Harper. And, in the words of Farina, the local media "backed 
off’, perhaps frightened by the frenzied reaction its Grand Final coverage had 
created and the possible effect of this on the sports it has traditionally protected 
and promoted, The Strikers virtually fell silent and failed completely during the off- 
season to capitalise upon the momentum the previous season had created for the 
club in the wider community, 


The '97/98 season was a disaster in more ways than one. The Strikers 
performed poorly on the field and off. Media coverage shrank as the season wore 
on, although this didn't prevent lurid rumours emerging of the club's financial 
position. For example, stories of physiotherapy services being withdrawn from the 
club due to unpaid bills appeared amongst those attempting to discover how the 
club was progressing in its bid to privatise. The club said nothing. Next, the media 
broke the story of Farina's impending departure to Marconi, but not even this could 
tempt the Strikers Board out of their bunker. They simply kept mum while the 
matter was put in the hands of solicitors and the media-friendly Farina disappeared 
from our view. 


The 1998 off-season had arrived early. Despite the fact that there was plenty to 
talk about while the club went about replacing Farina, negotiating with its out-of- 
contract players and doing God-knows-what in terms of its financial survival, the 
club persisted in a policy of frosty silence. Again, the dwindling faithful among the 
supporters were left hanging by a thread for almost three months, unsure even of 
the club's capacity to continue in the NSL. A mail-out in mid-July finally put season 
ticket holders, but nobody else, out of their misery over the continued survival of 
the club, without going into meaningful detail. 


And so to the present off-season. Once again, there is no shortage of things to 
tell the fans about. Two topics dominate the agenda - the club's movements in the 
player market and its continuing attempts to privatise. 
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Once again, the club's policy appears to be “tell 'em nothing until we can make a 
splash". Speculation that star turns Kasey Wehrman and Steve Laybutt are to 
leave the club have been met with Brusasco telling the Courier-Mail “Let's say they 
like Brisbane, which is all I'm prepared to say". Meanwhile, reports in the southern 
press linking the Strikers with Hamilton Thorpe of the Adelaide Sharks, and former 
Arsenal, Leeds United and England player David Rocastle have not even seen the 
light of day in the Queensland press at the time of writing. Presumably, for reasons 
known only to themselves, the Strikers Board doesn't want anyone here to know. 


As for the privatisation, we have already witnessed a debacle as the unofficial 
media policy went badly wrong. In mid-April Brusasco invited the media to a press 
conference - "splash" time again! Strong rumours have persisted in Queensland's 
soccer community that a very prominent Brisbane stockbroker, whose name was 
last linked with the Strikers a year ago, is ready to invest in and take over the 
Strikers, but that he will not do so until Brusasco resigns. Guess what was 
expected to be announced at the press conference? Expectations were high, but 
in what amounted to a kind of coitus interruptus Brusasco cancelled the press 
conference at the last moment, giving no explanation but saying it would be held at 
a later date. In the process he managed to cheese off the local media and fans 
alike. Needless to say, nothing has been heard since. 


It would be unfair to rubbish the Strikers indiscriminately, Behind the scenes there 
are people involved in the Strikers who have been, and still are, prepared to go the 
extra yard for the club's fans. But the sad truth is that their efforts are being 
undone by the club's very poor communication with the community through the 
media, particularly during the off-season. 


Even the intellectually challenged should be able to see several downsides of this 
annual tendency to impersonate a clamshell. Firstly, it alienates the club's 
hardcore supporters - the type every club needs to support it through the hard 
times so that it can eventually enjoy the good times. Secondly, it fails completely to 
connect the club to the wider audience - the one which had its first look at the 
Strikers in 1996/97 but has since forgotten they exist. Thirdly, it lets down the 
club's sponsors, who are entitled to expect the club to be doing its utmost to 
maximise its exposure (and thereby that of the sponsors) to the community. The 
club is thus ensuring that in its next round of sponsorship negotiations it is badly 
placed to deal with the question "what's in it for us?" Fourthly, it gets the local 
media offside. As if the obvious harm this does the club is not enough, it is also 
bad for the profile in Queensland of the NSL and of Oz soccer in general. 
Queensland's media is nothing if not pathetically parochial. As far as the 
Queensland media is concerned, if something is not happening in Queensland it is 
not happening at all. So if the Strikers aren't making the news, then neither is Oz 
soccer. Lastly, it is simply encouraging rumour and supposition to flourish. This 
tends to generate bad feeling. 


Queensland soccer fans are entitled to be fed up with all of this. They, and in 
particular the club's hardcore supporters, deserve better. As they stand on the 
brink of another arctic winter | reckon that if they had just one simple request of the 
Strikers over the next few months it would be this: TALK TO THE MEDIA!!! 


Now please excuse me while | look for my thermal underwear. 


, 





1974 and all that... 
A huge anti-climax, a sort of post-coital tristesse has set in throughout 
Australian soccer. - Andrew Dettre, September 1974 


One can only wonder how long Andrew felt his exotic description of the game here would 
remain relevant. One thing is for certain, he wouldn't have predicted that 1974 would prove to 
be our last appearance at the finals for at least 28 years. 

The achievement of reaching the finals was greeted with disdain by most soccer powers, 
preventing as it did the appearance of such football luminaries as England, Portugal, 
Hungary, Spain and Austria. oe ae 
But if Zaire and Haiti tended to lose the plot on occasions, Australia distinguished itself by 
being resolute in defence and even threatening a major surprise in attack. The Socceroos’ 
performances won over the German public and it was astonishing to see the Australians even 
receive the bulk of the support at times! | 
As the 25th anniversary ticked past, the memories of '74 produced little more than polite 
acknowledgment as the media salivated at the feet of the current stars A motor cavalcade 
around the MCG in 1997 was nice, as was the Hall of Fame earlier this year, but it would be 
sad if it ended there. 

In printing some details of the 1974 finals we hope to at least shed some light on the 
mountain the Socceroos faced, and in some way expose to the public in stark figures what 
they ultimately achieved. Enjoy! 


Jun 14 Hamburg East Germany 0-2 
Jun 18 Hamburg West Germany 0-3 
Jun 22 Berlin Chile 0-0 





3 Germany were always considered the poor relations of German football, but after finishing 


third in the 1972 Olympic football tournament they had squeaked past Rumania in their 
qualifying group to reach the World Cup Finals for the first and last time. 
It was a golden year in East German football, with Pommerenke, Sparwasser, Hoffman and 
Seguin all tasting European Cup Winners Cup success with Magdeburg, defeating the holders AC 
Milan 2-0 in the final. It was the only time an East German club won a major European trophy, 
although Carl Zeiss Jena (1981) and Lokomotive Leipzig (1987) were runners-up in the ECWC. 


With seven '74 squad members on the park, they went on to win the gold medal at the Montreal 
Olympics, defeating Poland 3-1 in the final of a competition which was by now becoming a farce 
due to the number of political withdrawals and player restrictions. In a further depleted tournament 
in 1980, the East Germans defeated the powerful Soviet Union in the semi final only to fall 0-1 in 
the final to Czechoslovakia. But their record in unrestricted competitions is poor, reaching the WC 
finals just once and never reaching the finals of the European Championships. As communism 
teetered on the brink of collapse, the true state of East German football was revealed by the time 
Germany was re-unified in 1990. Just two clubs were invited to join the West German Bundesliga. 


1974 World Cup Finals - Coach: Georg Buschner 


Jun 14 Hamburg Grp _— Australia 2-0 0.9. 57 (Curran), Streich 70 
Jun18 West Berlin Grp Chile 1-1 Hoffman 55 
Jun 22 Hamburg Grp West Germany1-0 Sparwasser 77 

Final group standings: East Germany 5 (4-1), West Germany 4 (4-1), 

Chile 2 (1-2), Australia 1 (0-5) 
Jun 26 Hanover 2nd rd Brazil 0-1 
Jun 30 Gelsenkirchen 2nd rd Holland 0-2 
July 3 Gelsenkirchen 2nd rd Argentina 1-1 Streich 14 
Final group standings: Holland 6 (8-0), Brazil 4 (3-3), East Germany 1 (1-4), Argentina 1 (2-7) 


Ss ae aS Br eid EEA GeIo 
1. Jurgen Croy [Sachsenning Zwickau cn be Loe 

21. Wolfgang Blochwitz [Carl Zeiss Jena 

|}22. Werner Friese Lokomotive Leipziq 


. Bernd Bransch |Carl Zeiss Jena 

. Lothar Kurbjuweit Carl Zeiss Jena 

. Konrad Weise Carl Zeiss Jena 

. Siegmar Watzlich Dynamo Dresden 
3. Gerd Kische Hansa Rostock 

. Joachim Fritsche Lokomotive Leipzig 


}17. Erich Hamann Vorwaerts Frankfurt/Oder | 
| 7. Jurgen Pommerenke [Magdeburg 
Wolfgang Seguin Magdeburg 
. Hans Jurgen Kreische |Dynamo Dresden 
. Reinhard Lauck [Dynamo Berlin 
. Rudiger Schnuphase |Rot-Weiss Erfurt 





W est Germany was undoubtedly the greatest football nation in the world in 1974. Not 
only were they European and World Champions at international level, but in Bayern 
Munich they also laid claim to the best club side in Europe, with Maier, Beckenbauer and 
Muller instrumental in the success of both teams. 


some commentators will argue that the '72 team which won the European Championship 
was better balanced, while others will argue that they weren't too concerned about losing to 
East Germany in their final group match in 1974, a ‘dead’ rubber had it not been for the 
political overtones, which gave them an ‘easier passage to the final. 


Those minor quibbles overiook the fact that the Bayern trio, thrice European Cup winners 
and possibly the finest club trio of their generation, were complemented by the nucleus of 
Borussia Moenchengladbach, were involved in an epic, but ultimately unsuccessful, UEFA 
Cup final with Liverpool in 1973, and went on to win the competition in 1975. 


1974 World Cup Finals - Manager: Helmut Schoen 


Jun 14 Berlin Grp Chile 1-0 Breitner 16 
Jun 18 Hamburg Grp Australia 3-0 Overath 12, Cullmann 34, Muller 53 
Jun 22 Hamburg Grp East Germany 0-1 
Final group standings: East Germany 5 (4-1), West Germany 4 (4-1), 
Chile 2 (1-2), Australia 1 (0-5) 
Jun 26 Dusseldorf 2ndrd Yugoslavia 2-0 Breitner 38, Muller 76 


Jun 30 Dusseldorf 2nd rd Sweden 4-2 Overath 50, Bonhof 51 
Grabowski 78, Hoeness 89 pen 
Jul3 Frankfurt 2nd rd Poland 1-0 Muller 75 


Final group standings: West Germany 6 (7-2), Poland 4 (3-2), 
Sweden 2 (4-6), Yugoslavia 0 (2-6) 
Jul 7 Munich Final Holland 2-1 Breitner 26pen, Muller 43 


_ Sepp Maier 
. Wolfgang Kleff 
. Norbert Nigbur 


. Franz Beckenbauer 

. Berti Voats 

. Horst Dieter Hottges Werder Bremen 
. George Schwarzenbeck |Bayern Munich 

. Rainer Bonhof | 

. Paul Breitner {Bayern Munich 

_ Helmut Kremers |Schalke 04 


3. Jupp Kappellmann [Bayern Munich 
. Bernd Cullmann 

_ Heinz Flohe 

. Gunter Netzer 


16. Harald Irmscher 


. Peter Ducke 
Eberhard Vogel 
1. Jurgen Sparwasser 
Martin Hoffman 
. Joachim Streich 
B. Wolfram Lowe _ 


Carl Zeiss Jena 


Carl Zeiss Jena 
Carl Zeiss Jena 
Magdeburg 
Magdeburg 


|Hansa Rostock 
Lokomotive Leipzig 








. Wolfgang Overath 
_ Uli Hoeness 

. Herbert Wimmer 

. Bernd Holzenbein 


. Jurgen Grabowski 

. Gerd Muller 

. Jupp Heynckes 
8. Dieter Herzog 


FC Cologne 
Bayern Munich 


iBorussia Moench 


Eintracht Frankfurt 


Eintracht Frankfurt 
Bayern Munich 
Borussia Moench. 


{Fortuna Dusseldorf 








hile were surrounded in controversy before the event after the Soviet Union refused to travel to 

Chile for the second leg of their inter-confederation play-off. Chile had already secured a 
goalless draw in Moscow, but when the Soviets failed to show in Santiago, the Chileans were 
through to Germany. 


The South Americans were deemed worthy of qualification however, having already eliminated an 
excellent Peru side which still contained many its 1970 stars, and they were quietly confident of 
displacing East Germany as the ‘second’ team to qualify for the second round. 


Their dreams were shattered when torrential rain reduced their match against Australia to a lottery, 
with the added spice of a demonstration and the Ray Richards yellow/red card drama thrown in for 
good measure. Their failure to beat the Aussies ensured both Germanys would progress to the next 
phase, irrespective of the result of their meeting. 


Trivia buffs may wish to note that Colo Colo (1973) and Union Espanola (1975) both reached the 
final of the Libertadores Cup. 


4974 World Cup Finals - Manager: Luis Alamos 


Jun 14 Berlin Grp West Germany0-1 
Jun18 West Berlin Grp East Germany 1-1 Ahumada 68 
Jun 22 Berlin Grp Australia 0-0 


Final group standings: East Germany 5 (4-1), West Germany 4 (4-1), 
Chile 2 (1-2), Australia 1 (0-5) 







[___Glub___ | WGJE G[Aust 
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7 Juan Olivares 
1. Leopoldo Vallejos 
_Adalfo Nef 





Union Espanola 
Colo Colo 

Colo Colo 

Colo Colo 

(Cruz Azul, Mexico 
iInternacional, Brazil 
Union Espanola 


_duan Machuca 
15. Mario Galindo 
13, Rafael Gonzalez 
2. Rolando Garcia 
3. Alberto Quintano 
5. Elias Figueroa 
4 Antonio Arias 
6. Juan Rodriguez 






















_ Guillermo Paez 
14. Alfonsa Lara 

| 8. Francisco Valdes 
}17, Guillermo Yavar 







Universidad de Chile 

















America, Mexico 
Levante, Spain 
|America, Mexico 
Union Espanola 
Union Espanola 
Colo Colo 
[Universidad de Chile 


_ Carlos Reinoso 
7. Carlos Caszely 
20. Osvaldo Castro 
}19. Regelio Farias 
9. Sergio Ahumada 
11. Leonardo Veliz 
18. Jorae Socias 
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Hi, Ho, Hi Ho, It's off to the World Cup we go... 
nd the Matildas have the perfect opportunity to assess their chances of a 
medal at the 200 Olympics as they prepare to take on the world's finest: 
On paper, the Aussies are up against it, but if the firepower on display in 
Auckland last year is any indication then a shock or two just may be on the cards. 
Year Host Winner Runner-up Third Fourth 
1991 China USA Norway Sweden Germany 
1995 Sweden Norway Germany USA China 
1999 USA 
Oceania World Cup Qualifying Results - October 1998 in Auckland 
Oct9 Grp American Samoa Thomas 4, 32, 55, Casagrande 19, 59 | 
Tann-Darby 28, Salisbury 29, 58, 72, 81, 93 
Black 37, 68, 88, 95, Ferguson 44, 79 
Taylor 50, Forman 66, Peters 78, Boyd 96 
Oct11 Grp Papua New Guinea Black 3, 18, 22, Casagrande 28 
salisbury 66, 67, 66, Boyd 92 
Oct 15 Semi Fiji Murray 3, 23, 47, lannotta 7, 43, Boyd 23, 39 
Black 33, 40, 55, Peters 49, 53, 58, 81 
Ferguson 69, 72, Salisbury 83 
Oct 17 Final New Zealand Murray 2, Starr 13, Casagrande 67 
Womens World Cup - Group D 
Jun 20 Foxboro Ghana 
Jun 23 Washington Sweden 
Jun 26 East Rutherford China 
Cid TAS PNG] Fiji [NZ [ Gha] Swe] Chi 
"Belinda Kitching 77 xX | xX 7] xX 
“Tracey Wheeler 
"Sarah Cooper 
“Kristyn Swatfer 
*Anissa Tann-Darby 
“Amy Taylor 


“Dianne Alagich 


“Sharon Black 


"Lisa Casagrande 


“Cheryl Salisbury 
“Alison Forman 
‘Joanne Peters 
Shelley Youmman 


*Peita-Claire Hepperlin | 


“Amy Wilson 
“Kelly Golebiowski 


|*Alicia Ferquson 
|Natalie Thomas 
|Katrina Boyd 


“Angela lannolta 


“Julie Murray 











Bah(rain) Humbug !! 


ustralia's disappointing performance at the World Youth Cup in Nigeria had 

whetted our appetite for the Under 17 version in New Zealand later this year. The 

formality of beating Oceania's good and great accomplished (i's hard to be 
humble when talking about Oceania), the Joeys began preparations for a two leg play off 
against Bahrain. The first leg was scheduled for May 2? in Canberra but with barely a lew 
days notice. FIFA astonishingly postponed the play-off until Oclober. 


It was called off afier Bahrain expressed concerns over its ability to field a team because of 
their players” school commitments. despite having TWICE confirmed the suitability of the 
arrangements. It once again illustrated that Australia is just a pawn in soccer's global power 
oames and is treated unfairly by the world governing body (Fair play. please....unless you're 
Australia). FIFA has reeently come in for strong criticism by the Asian Football 
Confederation over Asia’s allocation of places for the 2002 World Cup, To add fuel to the 
fire. the South Korean Federation President announced he would be challenging Sepp 
Blatter for the FIFA Presidency in 2002. 


Phe world body. loathe to upset any Asian country in this climate. eaved in to Bahrain’s 
request, Sepp is already on the campaign trail. it seems. This isn’t the first time IPFA has 
treated Australia so shabbily, Asia’s inability to organise its 1997 World Cup qualifiers 
meant the Soeceroos discovered its opponent for the Asia/Oceania play-olT only six days 
before the first leg, We hope that SocAus, and Charlie Dempsey. don’t meekly accept 
PIFA's deeision. as David Hill did. and complain in the strongest possible terms. 


In reality. apart from a good old-fashioned whinge. there ts little SocAus can do, But at the 
very least We can get an apology and compensation (which some estimates put as high as 
#5(00.00) for costs incurred organising the play off that never was. 


rhe cost to Aussie soccer isn’t just financial. The Joeys will now have to play Bahrain just 
prior to the Under 17 World Cup finals in November, Will our Eurd-Jocys (Lawrie. Lettieri 
and Di lorio) be given permission to return home by their clubs? Or ill our chances be 
hampered by their non-availability, Moreover. the matches will take place during an 
important time in the Australian school calendar. Will FIFA show the same consideration to 
the educational needs of our players? Don’t bank on it. 

lhe Oceania qualifiers in Fiji started so promisingly. The Joeys were drawn in Pool A 
with Papua New Guinea, Vanuatu. Fiji. Cook Islands and American Samoa. The twenty man 
squad. including three overseas based players. Werder Bremen's Fabian Lettieri. Jocy Di 
lorio and West Ham's Steve Laurie. were coached by Les Schienflug and his assistants Kelly 
Cross (NSWIS) and Wollongone's Nick Theodorakopoulos. The Joey's, struggling to come 
(o terms wilh nerves and muddy conditions, conceded an early goal in their opening game 
against the home country: as it happens. the only goal Australia conceded in the tournament, 


In the 20th minute. Mark Byrnes conceded a penalty. converted by Rodu Ratu Marika. The 
Aussie equaliser came when Scott Medonald’s shot was parried on to the bar and Adelaide 
City's Louis Brain headed past the “keeper. In the 53rd minute. Di loria. who had come on 
as a substitute. scored with his first touch from just outside the penalty area. 


_ AP 








48 hours later. the Joeys faced Papua New Guinea and won 8-0. The over 30 degree 
temperature at Nandi’s Prince Charles Park wasn't to Australia’s liking. Neither was the pitch 
which Les Schienflug deseribed us "like playing on a concrete jungle" (in the Bronx 
perhaps). Lucas Pantelis opened the scoring in the 14th minute but Joey Di lorio's hat trick 
was the highlight. Di lorio was replaced by Werder club mate. Lettieri in the 48th minute. 
[he substitution suggested that Les was determined not lo over play his European stars who 
were used to playing in cooler conditions. 


The rugby scores piled up. Di lorio and Mcdonald both scored hat tricks in the 15-0 
thrashing of American Samoa. “Once again it was a good result lor us" Les said 
perceptively, delving deep into his big book of international football cliches, But he didn’t 
lell us whether he was taking tl one game at a lime? The Cook Islands and Vanuatu were 
brushed aside. The 9-0 win over the latler was achieved without the rested Di Toria. 
Medonald. Goulding and Pantelis each scored twice. The excitable Les was by now "quietly 
confident that their current form will see them through", 
ima | 
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But as we all know, there are no easy games in Oceania qualifiers, Tahiti was expeeted to 
be Australia's semi final opponent but they were surprisingly beaten by New Caledonia. 
Regardless, Australia romped to the final with an 8-0 win, Substitute Scott Medonald scored 
three goals in fifteen minutes to become our latest hat trick hero. In his most honest press 
conference yet. Les admitted that "the boys didn't go Mat out because the opposition didn't 
demand it". 

Radoslav Culibrk was a late semi final withdrawal due to a stomach virus and didn't take 
his place in the final against Fiji: who had defeated Solomon Islands on penalties in the 
other semi final. 3.000 attended the final at Lautoka's Churchill Park. Within twenty-four 
minutes, the Aussies were two - nil up and eventually strolled to a comfortable 3-0 win. 

Returning to Australia, on May 13. the team's preparations lor the play off against Bahrain 
seven days later were already well advanced when FIFA inexcusably postponed the games 


until October, 
ay 
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ell, it's been a little while since | put 
pen to paper for this lovely mag, but 
here's a good opportunity to give all 
and tell what's been the deal in the nation’s 


capital, 


First off another dismal season for the Novell 
Canberra Cosmos was completed when the 
boys could only muster a boring nil-all draw 
against Gippsland Falcons at home. Not huge 
encouragement for the fans of the future who 
were, at least for the last few games, sparsely 
distributed throughout the cavernous yet 
beautiful Bruce Stadium. A crowd of 1,500 in a 
ground with a capacity of 25,000 will always 
have a problem with creating any atmosphere. 


There have been a number of memorable 
moments for the Cosmos throughout the past 
season. The scene was set pre-season with 
ihen coach Rale Rasic trying out a couple of 
overseas players who were just not interested in 
working in Australia. 


One in fact faked an injury and when It all 
looked like he was healed and the club fixed up 
his registration, this Michael Hudec did a runner 
and went back to Slovakia, Of course, he's done 
it to himself as he's now banned from playing 
anywhere until he settle his debts. 


A jot was promised by the coach and the 
players, but it was obvious not too far into the 
season, that this was going to be another long 
road for the faithful fans. In fact it wasn't until 
the last match of the first round that the team 
scored their first points of the season with a 
draw away to Gippsland. 


And these fans, the diehard supporters, the 
one's who organised the supporters buses and 
more, how were they treated? At the beginning 
of the season the merchandise side of the club 
was removed from them and given to a Sydney 
marketing firm. A lot was promised, nothing was 
delivered, Many questions were asked. 


But then Rale and the Cosmos ‘parted 
company’ and the team was left to assistant 
coach Tony Brennan to take over until a new 
coach could be found, and it was going to be 
interesting to see who would be willing to take 
over a team that couldn't win. 


Along came an old face in Tommy Sermanni. 
Tom had been involved with the Deakin team 
that did so well in the NSW leagues. He knew 
most of the players, having coached them 
before and also he had a few more 
contacts, 
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But that wasn't all. The club decided, prior to 
Sermanni's arrival, to sign a few more players, 
thus bringing the total squad to over 30. Arriving 
were Gordon Hunter from Scotland, having 
been in the team at the end of the previous 
season and PJ Roberts from the South Coast, a 
Canberra boy of quite good talent. Add to this 
three extra youngsters who weren't getting time 
elsewhere. Nick Purdue from the Northern Spirit 
and lvo DeJesus and Gabriel Gonzalez, both 
having returned from stints overseas. These 
players all became regulars in the team. Ivo, 
especially became the highlight with his goal- 
scoring ability and his knack of entertaining both 
on and off the field. 


What's more, the team strung together a few 
wins. Three of these were at home and then on 
a mild Friday evening, March 19th, history was 
made, For the first time ever the Cosmos had 
won in Sydney. The unlucky team to suffer 
defeat was the Northern Spirit. Goals from 
Magnacca and DeJesus sealed a memorable 
night, especially for the small band of travelling 
fans who were singing their lungs out 
throughout the game. The favourite chant being 
We're sh*t and we're beating you!’. Ivo's 
celebration said it all. Amongst these wins was 
the first, that being against the Newcastle 
Breakers, Important as it was for the annual 
Prime Minister's Cup and thus the team lifted 
and 3-0 was emphatic enough a result to take 
the silverware. 


The season slipped past and now it's time to 
build for another season. More importantly all 
the work lies with Tommy. Decisions have been 
made with regard to a number of players. At this 
stage, no-one has been re-signed, with all no 
longer under contract, but there is hope of some 
of the stars coming back for another season. 


Gone are the likes of Amarildo Miglietti, 
returning to Portugal and Europe to try again 
there, and Ivan Zelic amongst others. But the 
player who has given more than anyone else 
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was Norman Kelly, and he will be missed by 
more than just a few female fans. 


Meanwhile, the ACT League commenced 
immediately after Easter, with the opening 
rounds of the Federation Cup prior. At this 
stage, 6 games in, there has been the odd 
Surprise. 


The Federation Cup saw a change of 
format with a round-robin tournament for 4 
pools of 4 teams. The top two teams were to 
proceed to the quarter-finals. After all the 
preliminary games the last four teams were 
Monaro, Canberra Olympic, Canberra 
Deakin and Belconnen United. 


Belconnen capitulated to Olympic to the 
tune of 4-0, which was quite a surprise, 
considering the quality of the Belconnen 
team. In the other semi, Deakin scored an 
equalizer in the dying minutes of normal time 
and then won the game through a golden 
goal in the first half of extra-time. 


90, to the final, and two teams that had 
been expected as title contenders yet found 
themsleves floundering nearer the bottom of 
the table, were suddenly playing for some 
pride for the season. 

Unfortunately, injuries and inexperience led 
this game towards its inevitable end with 
Olympic whitewashing Deakin 6-2. In a one- 
sided game, Deakin showed heart but little 
else as their older opponents took advantage 
of every mistake made. 


Then to the regular season and some real 
surprises. The most intriguing is the form of 
two of the teams expected to be part of the 
Top 4 at the end of the season, and that of 
another team not initially anticipated to do so 
well, 


Whilst Belconnen and Monaro are fighting 
out for first place, joining them at the top are 
Weston Creek Royals. A solid start to the 
season has seen Weston build to a team 
that looks to be in contention from here until 
the end of the season. 


Moving down the table past equal fourth 
teams, Gungahlin Juventus and Capital City 
Suns, is the paring of Canberra Deakin and 
Canberra Olympic. Olympic, after their great 
pre-season form have only managed 2 wins 
and a draw from the first six games. 


As a team on paper, Olympic are certainly 
the ones many were looking to be leading 
throughout. At the beginning of the season, 
nearly all the coaches picked them to be on 
top, Yet, they have been struggling and need 
to break into a run of good form. 


Deakin on the other hand are a young team 
with one or two sure-heads leading the way. 
When without Mladen Rogic at back, they 
have lacked the composure and hence the 
resulls. A further complication came when 
coach lan Shaw was sacked immediately 
after the Cup loss. Shaw was not the only 
one to lose his job in the first 6 weeks. 
Monaro's lan Heywood was also shown the 
door when disagreements between himself 
and the committee led to his removal, Also 
Queanbeyan City has seen a new coach, but 
for a completely different reason. City, now 
in real turmoil, were involved in a scandal 
where a person played under an assumed 
name and then continued the charade at the 
disciplinary. Their president was also the 
coach and the Federation, having now found 
out the truth, put bans on the player and 
President. 


Queanbeyan, itself has had more problems 
then it wants. Having guaranteed that they 
will be a ‘playable’ team in 1999, they have 
been nothing near, Of the three grades, only 
the Under 19s has had a draw. All others are 
on zero points. In fact the Under 23s have 
conceded as many goals as the rest of the 
teams combined. Following a number of 
humiliating defeats, the club has signed 
Cosmos defender Danny Burt, and his 
presence alone has made quite a bit of 
difference. The results have been somewhat 
closer, although still losses. 


On the representative side, the ACT 
Rockets are gearing up for their yearly game 
against Illawarra. This time the match ts in 
Wollongong and on the Monday of the June 
lona weekend, As a warm up the Rockets 
will play some trial games, one of which will 
be against the Olyroos whilst they are in 
camp. 


orn and bred on the South Coast the 

footballing career of Keith Learmonth 

was always destined for great things. As 
a youngster he learnt his footballing craft in the 
schoolyard, and in his teenage years 
transposed them to the soccer grounds of the 
sydney region with the famous Corrimal 
Rangers club. 


From the age of 12, Keith was a regular in the 
junior representative teams of the South Coast. 
A stint in the national under 15 side against 
New Zealand saw him catapulted into instant 
soccer fame and return to the Illawarra to field 
many offers from Sydney clubs requiring his 
services. As a tall burly forward, strong in the 
air and possessing a shot with both feet he was 
the ideal target man in a game where physical 
presence was a winning commodity. But with 
his heart firmly entrenched in the Illawarra he 
finally signed for Corrimal in early 1951. 


Keith made his first grade debut in that year 
and by the July of 1951 he was picked to don 
the blue and yellow strip of South Coast as a 
senior player, playing centre forward against 
the famous English FA side of 1951. His 
meteoric rise saw him become the youngest 
player ever to wear a South Coast shirt, a 
record he still holds. From there it was a 
succession of honours. In 1954 he topped the 
goal-scoring list with 29 goals and followed it 


up again in 1958 where he scored 30. He | 


became a regular in the New South Wales and 
south Coast representative sides of the 1950's 
and wore the green and gold with pride against 
every touring side from 1955 till Australia was 
expelled from FIFA in 1960. 


Along the way he led the Corrimal Rangers 
side to the State Cup in 1954 and runners-up in 
1953 and 1956 and premiership honours in 
1955 and 1958. 


The Keith Learmonth of today is not nearly 
the terror he was to an opposition defender on 
the pitches of Sydney in the 1950s. Living in 
retirement his sport of choice these days is the 
more passive pursuit of golf where he is often 
seen on the fairways of the Illawarra. A gentle 


Interview with 


often reluctant hero | had the pleasure of being 
invited to his home on the foothills of 
Wollongong for a cup of tea and a long chat 
about an outstanding career. 


| started off by asking Keith where he first 
learnt his impressive skills. 


KL = "Through the schools. | came up through 
the ranks of under 12s to under 16s and | 
represented every year in that period (N.S.W. 
and then Australia). | then played one season 
with North Wollongong in the district 
competition here. They were a famous side 
down here winning many competitions but they 
are a defunct club now. | had a few offers to go 
to different clubs but | went to Corrimal 
because they had some very good players in 
their side and they were in a team building 
where | could probably get a start. | was 
fortunate when | played for Australia against 
New Zealand at under 15 level, when | turned 
sixteen | was getting some offers to go to 
different clubs. | know | made the right choice 
to go to Corrimal." 


GS : Your senior debut for Corrimal 
happened literally overnight. 

KL : "| was about sixteen and | played every 
game in first grade in that particular year, in 
fact | don't think | ever played a match in 
reserve grade. From there | got selected in my 
first year to play against the English touring 
side that came here. So | was still very young 
then.” 


GS : You were the youngest player to ever 
be selected for South Coast, a record you 
still hold. The game was at Wollongong 
against the English FA side. 

KL: “It was a big game. They were a top side 
that came here and was a great experience. 
We got beat quite easily but they were a team 
of professional players with some of the best 
players in the world. Jacky Sewell, Bobby 
Langton and lke Clarke were all marvellous 
players. We were more or less thrown together 
for a few days prior to the game which makes 
things difficult," 
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with Keith Learmonth. 


GS : You played against every visiting 
touring side from 1951 to 1959, how did 
you see the development of football in 
Australia at representative level? 


KL : "We had a problem where we weren't 


together for long enough before the games. | 
think a good example is the Austrian side. 
We played them five times and in the first 
three games we got beat but improved each 
time. The fourth game was a draw and we 
beat them in the last game but by staying 
together it gives you some idea of how we 
were improving.” 


GS : Was that the same when you 
travelled interstate for matches in 
Brisbane, Adelaide and Melbourne? 

KL‘ "Yes. We were together for a few days 
but not much time together. You could get 
away with it against New Zealand and the 


Chinese teams but not against the top | 


sides." 


GS : The Corrimal Rangers side was 
always a very competitive outfit and 
contained a number of representative 
players. Did that help you out early in 
your Career? 

KL : "Oh yes, we had some good players 
and a terrific team spirit. We had a 
marvellous club, good committees and were 
probably a bit more professional than most 
of the other clubs. The training was very hard 
and with some good players around you we 
were all developing as a side.“ 


GS : Your coach? 

KL : "An Englishman by the name of Denis 
Harrington. We probably could have been 
coached by anyone because we had a 


tremendous combination between the | 


players and a lot of team spirit. We went 
through one season undefeated and we were 
Southern Premiers five years in a row which 
was a big thing. We won State Cups as well 
in that period playing out of Memorial Park." 


GS : Your hardest opponents at club 
level? 
KL : "The hardest teams we had to beat 





_ were Granville and Leichhardt in Sydney and 


perhaps Canterbury and in Newcastle we 
had Cessnock and Wallsend," 


GS : It would have been a hard trip to 
travel from Wollongong to Newcastle for 
matches. 

KL : "In the early days we'd travel by coach 
and a few times we'd stop overnight but it 
was always a difficult task winning in 
Newcastle. Similarly they had the same 
problems when they came to Wollongong 
they found it hard to win. There was a lot of 
rivalry between us Granville, Canterbury and 
Leichhardt and they were very hard fought 
matches." 


GS : You played most of your career at 
centre-forward. 

KL ° “Mostly centre-forward but | did 
represent a few times at what we termed 
inside left." 


GS : Being such a tall player you would 
have had a few smaller players running 
off you. 

KL : “Yes. Corrimal tended to play three 
men at the back three in the middle and four 
players forward which is much different to 
the way they play today. In some areas | 
think we were a little in front of our time with 
the systems we had and our set plays where 
we should have everything worked out. 
That's why we had a lot of success because 
we did a lot of homework on the teams we 
were playing against. We had a lot of team 
talks and plan our attack on who we were 
playing. We knew who our danger-men 
would be and we had to work out a strategy 
to beat those players and we had a lot of 
success.” 


GS : A physical style of football 
especially against goalkeepers? 

KL : "Yes I'd say it was. But the rules 
allowed that. If you ever watch a bit of 
English soccer at the time it was the same. 
Goalkeepers were just like any other player 
on the field but today they are protected and 
when the goalkeeper gets the ball the game 
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GS : Would you prefer to see a return to 
that style of play where goalkeepers and 
field players can go shoulder to shoulder? 

KL : "I prefer to see the goal-mouth thrills 
where the goalkeeper is involved where he has 
to go shoulder to shoulder and when he is on 
the ground he has to get rid of the ball. Now the 
game stops when he gets it." 


GS : The influence of foreign players on 
the game in Australia in the 1950s. Did they 
have a profound impact on the game in 
sydney? 

KL : "They all helped. The European players 
who came here like Leopold Baumgartner, Karl 
Jaros and Andy Saghi all made a big difference 
to the game. They were skilful players.” 


GS : The federation breakaway of 1957. 
There were a lot of player transfers in that 
period. As one of the leading forwards of 
the time did you ever think about moving to 
another club? 

KL : "We thought about going for a long while 
and we even had a few meetings (as a club). 
The problem of administration in the old 
association left a fair bit to be desired and we 
suffered at the hands of that in the last year 
(1956) when we had to play a grand final in 


November where the weather was too hot. The | 


administration in the federation tended to be 
fairly stable at the top and when the other clubs 
went (to the federation), we went with them. It 
was probably a good thing for the game and 


livened things up a bit. Unfortunately there was | 


a lot of animosity between the players and 
officials (of the Association).” 


GS : Did it mean more money for yourself 
as a player? 

KL : "A little bit but there wasn't a lot of money 
in the game then. | had a lot of offers to play for 
different clubs at that time and other Corrimal 
players did as well, But rather than break the 
club up the Federation ruled that Corrimal 
should stay as the one identity. You couldn't do 
that today because of restriction of trade but in 
those days they said they didn't want to break 
Corrimal up. In the first year we played in the 


Federation the press said Sydney had the good | 


European players and we couldn't win. But in 
that year we won the competition by five 
points.” 





GS : You were also the Federation top 


| scorer in that year. 


KL : "The combination was terrific and we 
knew each others moves because we had 
been together all the time." 


GS : Did you ever seriously entertain 
thoughts of leaving Corrimal and taking up 
with another club when they offered you a 
large fee to transfer. An offer of a 1,000 
pound transfer to A.P.I.A.Leichhardt would 
have been tempting? 

KL: "We had to think about it. | was not long 
married and we had to think hard about it. 
some of them may have taken it but the 
federation ruled that they wanted us to stay 
together, That made up everyone's mind but 
we went as a bulk side which was a good 
thing." 


GS : Crowd violence with some of the 
larger ethnic clubs became a problem in the 
late 1950s. Did you strike any incidents of 
this sort of behaviour for Corrimal? 

KL : "No problems down here on the coast. 
When we played in Sydney against Praque and 
we beat them 2-1 on the E.S.Marks Field and 
there was a bit of violence then. The game was 
a physical one and Baumgartner got hurt and 
was carried off and there was a bit of violence 
at the end of the game. In the late 60s there 
was more but it wasn't that bad when | played.” 


GS : Which players did you find as your 
toughest opponents at club level? 
KL = "David McComish, Frank Garside, Billy 


| Walsh, Kevin O'Neill, John Pettigrew and Joe 


Marston. they were all good players." 


GS : And internationally? 
KL : "If you were playing New Zealand, the 


| Chinese sides or even Costa Rica there was no 


difference but once you played against the 
European sides against guys like Hanappi the 
European player of the year it was much more 
difficult. When Austria came here they nine 
players that had reached the semi-finals of the 
Worid Cup so they were a very good side." 


GS : The 1956 Olympic team was the only 
international series in the late 1950s in 
which you didn't represent Australia. Was 
that a big regret for you? 


KL. "It was unfortunate but | had a chipped 
bone in my ankle and at the time | was 
representing Australia. We played an 
Olympic Trial which was well ahead of the 
side being picked where South Coast played 
Sydney. It was a 4 all draw and | scored all 4 
goals and George Russell scored 4 goals for 
Sydney. Not in that game but later on 
George was hurt and | was hurt and we both 
didn't go (to the Olympics) which was 
disappointing, but it was one of those 
things." 


GS : What bought about your retirement 
from football? 

KL : "I lost a kidney. It was supposed to be 
associated with football in some form but not 
from any particular game, The doctor said | 
must have copped a bad knock and so | had 
to retire. It was a bit sad because | had a few 


years left in me and | had a few offers to | 


comeback after that but it was just bad luck 


| and | retired." 


GS : Did you elect to move into 
coaching? 

KL ' "No | was working my way up at BHP. 
It takes up a lot of time coaching and with big 
developments going on at BHP | just didn't 
have the time. | coached later at junior level," 


When Keith walked away from football in 
the early sixties it was through injury but 
instead of bowing out altogether he has 
continued to coach various junior teams on 
the illawarra and impart some of his 
knowledge on the game. He can still be seen 
at the odd fooiball game where he prefers to 
follow the Wollongong Wolves where he is 
often spotted in the stand at Brandon Park. 
The game may have changed fram his time 
at Memonial Park, Corrimal, but definitely not 
fhe endeavours of one of the Soulh Coast's 
gréatest ever footballing products - Keith 
Learmonth. 





Dear Studs Up 


Can | quickly respond on the Red Card to John Didulica in Issue 38. 

The card was fully justified, as was the Soccer Australia sentence, indeed he got off lightly if | 
the charge was proven. Spitting is terrible at any time, and no referee should be subjected to 
that, no matter what the circumstances. 

There is however another side to the character to John Didulica. This is the man who almost 
| Single-handedly organised a special match between the Melbourne Knights and a Geelong 
Select Team which raised several thousand dollars for the Linton Fire Disaster Appeal. At the 
beginning of this year North Geelong Soccer Club pulled out of the Geelong pre-season 
competition, the Geelong Advertiser Cup, citing lack of a coach and no time to organise a 
tearm. John volunteered, got the team up and running, using largely the local youngsters and 
reached third place in the tournament. For which incidentally he was roundly abused by some 
club members for not winning the thing! 

Since then he has been coaching North Geelong in Division One of the State League, 
fulfilling his role as Vice-Captain off the field for the Knights, studying full time at Deakin 
University, and when | was in New Zealand recently, writing the soccer column for the 
Geelong Advertiser. Brought up to believe that you must win at soccer, there is no doubt that 
John's enthusiasm sometimes carries him over that fine line between competitiveness and 
unacceptable behaviour. This is a young man who has a lot to contribute to the game and to 

| Australian society and | would not like to see his career truncated because of one incident. 
| The remark about the knee injury having time to heal is slightly unworthy, John is currently 
trying to recover from what is his fifth or sixth knee operation. Most players would have long 
since given up. 

Don't read into this letter any idea that | condone what John is alleged to have done. You | 

| kindly printed a piece of mine on soccer books which had the following quotation from Arthur 
Hopcraft's The Football Man. ‘More damage to the game can be done by individual acts of 
vindictiveness than the guilty realise, or the game deserves’. We all have a responsibility to | 
this sport to preserve and protect it and those who participate in it. 

'd like to write another few pages on the other good things in Issue 38, but that will have to 
wait. In short, well done. | 


Yours aye 
Roy Hay 


Land of Opportunity? 


Those who thought the National League contained a motley element 
should consider Green Rover’s report from the lower leagues !!!{!! 


ul and about looking at games in the lower divisions of NSW, Green Rover has been 

welcomed by a disparate bunch of characters at all manner of venues this season. The 

criteria for inclusion in some of these divisions seems to have slackened olf a little in 
recent vears and there are a few grounds which are open to (he street and where no pretence 1s 
made to collect revenue from gate receipts. 


One such ground is Camdenville Oval. a name that conjures up images which are far from 
salubrious. 

rhis one is sandwiched between factories. busy connecting-traflic streets and a railway line and 
as is offen the case in Sydney. with its so-called Ovals, is about as close to a reetangle as 
Pythagoras or one of his old cronies could wish for, 


It provides a reasonable surface and has been home to quite a few clubs over the years, but it has 
mainly been the homeless that have settled on i as a temporary resting place. something much of 
the nearby inhabitants appear to have done as well, 


It is not hard te picture many of the park benches that dot the ground's surrounds. nol far [rom 
the ubiquitous playground. providing comfort overnight for the derelicts of this parish. 

And so it was that. only days before the season was due to open. Sydney District. ‘the Spanish 
Club’, found themselves warming up the barbie, finding a corner between two buildings to set it 
up and vetting the 2nd Division campaign under way, 


No seals. apart from the sad park benches on the top of the hill, no cover. but a good deal of 
elevation and perfect uninterrupted views of a smooth looking pitch and the romantic sight of 
eoods trains rumbling past all afiernoon on the ‘popular side’ 


District had elected not to continue at Fraser Park. the ground they shared last season with the 
club of that name and who are the owners of the patch of Marrickville real estate that the Spanish 
could no longer afford. They. in reality. could not agree terms after some financial problems the 
previous season. so had to settle for Camdenville a couple of kilometres away on the 'wrong side 
of the tracks’ 

And who should they be drawn to play in the opening match but Fraser Park. clevated by a 
double promotion to the same division as themselves. Despite a cordial offer to stage the game at 
l'raser. as there was no home advantage apparent al that early stage. and with no hire charge 
levied either. Sydney District chose to play at Camdenville which could not be enclosed and no 
revenue would be forthcoming. 

The fact that Fraser Park ts the Portuguese club may have something to do with this deetsion. 

To add to the irony. last year's District coach had moved across to Fraser Park and taken the 
Division's plaver of the Year with him, the only one to move there, Fraser won the game 5-0 in a 
canter and then repaired to their own club and ground where a feast was put on for players and 
supporters. District people were also invited. but declined the offer. 

Fraser Park have since won all of their games and scored a bag of goals, but last year's premiers - 
who won on goal difference from Dulwich Hill but lost the promotion play-all = [lajduk 


. 





Wanderers. have been in even better touch. winning all theirs as well and scoring two huge 
Wins in the process, 9-0 and 7-1. the first of these against?.......Sydney District, 


So it seems to be a two horse race for the prized Ist Division membership this season. bul 
iL may not be as simple as that. 


The proposed restructuring of Super League soon could mean iny number of changes 
allccting lower division clubs, ground criteria perhaps playing its part as well, [lajduk use 
the Hajduk Stadium, once the home of the purely Croatian club and now the provinee of the 
largely Maltese Wanderers. which has no cover and has no lights. though there is a concrete 
stand that holds about 200 spectators at a pinch. 


Fraser meanwhile have an enclosed ground with lights, no stand but ownership of the land 
and good prospects of further development. The adjacent club belongs to the community 
and includes a bowling green and adequate parking. It too is surrounded by railway lines, 
bul they are well in the background. 


Others in the division to come to notice ure the Arnelille Scots. who are backed by the club 
of the same name just up the road, bul are purely Macedonian. though welcoming of all 
nationalities. Their ground is the Scots Field. which has a small open stand. a very ordinary 
pitch and state of the ark dressing sheds. a long walk from the playing pitch. , ; 


Phis ground is adjacent to Rockdale Suns' own ground. quite separate and it seems another 
world away as neither club seems to have much time for the other, 


This is a small ‘family club’, players who play tor nothing and a smull spectator base. but a 
team that is capable of quality football. Among the players are Zlatko Nastevski. late of 
Marconi and once of Australia, Mike Grbevski ex St George and Bill Pilovski who was with 
Bankstown and Rockdale. 


Also in this division is Hills United. a club just relegated from Division One and seeminely 
with an identity crisis. During the summer most of the committee left and the majority of the 
players as well. some migrating to nearby Kellyville who had just joined the Federation in 
its lowest division. the fifth, _ 


With a likely home ground in the heart of the new growth area’ in Sydney's north west. 
Kellyville was keen to align itself with the local Aussie Rules club who had monev. a 
zround and a licensed premises. So fur this year they have won every gume. the latest a 7-0 
drubbing to make their tally aller 6 matches 30 goals for and 4 against! 

Meanwhile Hills had to find a new teany and have made a modest start with just the one 


Win from three outings after two wash outs at their notoriously poorly drained Fred Caterson 
Reserve. which maybe should be reserved for other thin LS, 


The Hills ground was always there and belonged to the local distriet club side Castle Hill 
Who used government and council funds as well as some of Hills' own money to build a club 
house. which they now control and seem to have no intention ol using to provide a home for 
wnything other than a modest amateur team in the lower divisions. 


Within a few seasons it is not hard to see [ills and Kellyville exchanging places tn their 
respective divisions. 


Next month, more visits to grounds near and far as Ist and 2nd divisions come under 


the microscope once more. 











On the Buses....(eart two) 


Iwo vears ago hundreds of South Melbourne fans travelled to Svdney for the 1997 
preliminary final, Outbreaks of hooliganism by some fans on the bus trip were a prelude to 
some of the worst violence seen at an Australian ground. Two vears later, South Melbourne 
met Svdnev United in the second leg of the major semi final at Edensar Park. Peter 
Kartsidimas, Matt Curtis and Leon Keramarits again travelled up to Sydney on 
the buses. 
A eroup of about 37 fans went on the bus to Sydney. leaving Melbourne at 7.15 on 
Saturday night. All the people on the bus were fantastic and it was great to meet 
some more fanatical South fans. We polished off a slab of VB and a few cans of JD and 


coke by the time we got to Albury, Mind you Leon. Tony and Matt were doing the bulk of 


the drinking. This called for some 80's music on the headphones, Inevitably. |,con and Peter 
had to start the karaoake. They entertained the crowd with acapella versions of George 
Michael and Michael and Janet Jackson, Untortunately their singing did not do them any 
justice, To get everyone in the mood for Sunday. a highlights video of South's season was 
shown. particularly the first leg of the major semi final, 


Bleary eyed. we reached Marconi stadium at around 7am on Sunday. It was abil 
surprising to see the pokies in action. | mean 7am on a Sunday morning!!! We weren't first 
into the Marconi guest book. having been beaten by some very famous guests including 
none other than Mehmet Durakovie and Ryan Giggs. After drinking excellent coffee (from 
“Club Marconi” cups) we walked on to Bossley Park and took photos of the ground. 
Naturally we went looking for a Maceas for breakfast. We passed a "McDonalds: 3 minutes" 
sign and kept walking. and walking. and walking... eventually we turned around and caught 
a cab to the nearest Maceas. which was in the opposite direction to where we were going. 
Caught a cab back to Marconi and slept on a nearby park bench before being woken by the 
sound of a SA official giving fans a lecture about Mares and an escort to King Tom reserve. 
We had the usual jeers from passing vehicles. but nothing too extraordinary. Found our 
corner of the ground but had the expected trouble trying to put our banners up. It was all 
was sorted oul soon enough. For security reasons we had a block of seating to ourselves in 
the western stand. The South banners had already been set up when a SocAus official told 
us to shifi them to the southern terrace because they were in a bad spot. We couldn't figure 
out why. but reckon it's because they would've been in shot of the TV cameras. Yet the 
southern terrace was packed with Sydney United fans. /'m sure they wouldn't have taken 
too kindly to South fans putting them up, and trying to reclaim them aller we had won, in 
their section, All the banners were good clean support. as opposed to the giant Croatian Nag 
behind the northern goals, Eventually SocAus relented and allowed the banners to stay, 

Half an hour belore kick off. we heard the shocking news that Clarky's daughters had been 
involved in an accident and were seriously injured. It was pretty hard to take. Terrible 
circumstances, our thoughts are with you Clarky. 


AP 





It put things into perspective. Suddenly the result didn't matter as much as their health. We 
learned that Loza was also out and our confidence became just a litthe rattled. When the 
boys came out for their warm up there was a great roar. The game started and we were 
unbelievably nervous. By half time we were all cursing the cross bar. but content to still be 
in it. Second half and the nails were getting a good work out. The more Sydney United 
attacked. the more we cheered, There were a couple of hundred of us and we cheered like 
crazy. making the noise of 4.000, The fans spent more time counting the clock down than 
Watching the game during the second hall. By the time JA missed that sitter, South fans 
were ina frenzy. Once the referee blew his whistle, Edensor Park witnessed scenes not seen 
(by SM fans) outside of Melbourne since the ‘84 GF, Called our South friends back home. 
so they could hear the atmosphere. Went outside the dressing rooms and cheered the boys. 
(he only one with a long face was JA, still cursing his miss we think. 


We reckon the South fans made more noise than all the United supporters. The match was 
amazing, We didnt stop singing for the ninety minutes... well. almost one hundred minutes 
laking into account all that stoppage time. Hlow could the ref justify that? Our nearly-goal. 
bouncing up and down in the goal mouth, fired us up, not to mention Petka's famous work, 
We don't know if it was seen on the telly but in the second half there was a United corner 
that Trimmers tried to clear but only kicked the ball up in the air. Time stood still until it 
was cleared. Five minutes of extra time seemed like an eternity in the second half. South 
supporter's whistles were threatening to shatter our eardrums, When the final whistle was 
blown, the noise went up a few decibels and everyone was jumping around. It was 
incredible - we were in the final, and the tinal was in Melbourne, 


We waited around for ages for a securily escort to take us to the bus. The match finished at 
five but the bus met us at six (in cuse of extra time or other weirdness we guess). Got on the 
bus but some United idiots decided to cause trouble. South Melbourne fans though were 
well behaved. Incidents involved threats. stealing and burning a South scarf and stoning our 
bus. We believe one fan is going to make an official report to SocAus, South has these 
supporters too. It’s total bullshit and must be stopped, We were dying for another slab of vb. 
but no luck, Received more phone calls from Melbourne. one of our mates was on a date 
and look time out to call. We made a collection to buy Clarky's daughters a gift. The bus 
trundled out of Sydney and down the lume highway, We pulled up alongside the player's 
bus al some traflic lights and we all waved at each other. They were just as pleased to see us. 
We sang for ages but when the bus pulled out of Goulburn, the driver put "Titanic" on and 
that sent us to sleep. Well, everyone excep! Kartsi. who was listening to (and singing along 
with) Queen's “Greatest Hits"... 


There was very litthe snoozing. Despite the cramped conditions and crap food at the rest 
stops, we'll look forward to more bus trips next season, Once again. the mob on the bus 
were fantastic. Sul it would be even better lo see more Fans on the next bus trip. Tired and 
irritable. we all slept with a big smile on our faces. Just ninety minutes away from back-to- 
back premierships, 


“ 


Did That REALLY Happen?7!7!?!? 


WIN! - WIN! - WIN!! - WIN!! - WIN! 
The Unofficial Beginners Guide to the History of the 


MAY 
7 - Adelaide United boss Peter Emery announces a deal that will see Adelaide Sharks 


re-badged as Adelaide United. They have a nice (?!) new logo, and a handy (AUSC) 
acronym. Meanwhile the Department of Immigration says "no" to Marconi's invitation fo 
Kosovo refugees for their match against Northern Spirit. 

9 - Alan Davidson returns to Melbourne after a sensational spell in Malaysia which saw 
him resign after alleged interference in team selections. Don't worry Davo, they'll be 
plenty of jobs available in the Victorian Premier League shortly... 

10 - Stuart Munro is announced as the new coach of Carlton, with general manager Lou 
Sticca claiming that nothing less than the championship is acceptable. Eddie Krncevic 
may vouch for that. 

12 - Long time sponsor Tony Brescia offers the Marconi squad an all-expenses paid trip 
to Europe for matches with club sides if they win the Ericsson Cup. 

14 - Adelaide City are keen to play their home matches next season on Friday nights. 
Which should please the pay-TV operators and armchair football fans alike. 

16 - A spanner is thrown into the Adelaide United works when the Adelaide Sharks 
members vote unanimously against the proposed joint Peter Emery/Friends of West 
Adelaide consortium. According the Sharks president Theo Parissos, the club has plenty 
of 'big' sponsors lined up, including Con Makris! Undeterred, the Adelaide United 
consortium will pursue a NSL licence. Which might make for a very interesting couple of 
months in Adelaide... 

17 - Olyroo Simon Colosimo is in Greece for a week of trials with Panathinaikos. 

20 - Gippsland Falcons appoint an administrator to run the club, although a change In 
the club's constitution means that the atmosphere may be right for an injection of new 
investors, meaning the club may have a future next season. Watch that space... 

23 - The Mark Bosnich will he/won't he saga appears to be nearing a conclusion. "The 
manager hasn't spoken to me for three weeks so that particular bridge has been bummed 
behind me" says the man who may or may not represent the Olyroos next year. 

24 - Frank Juric will be on the move at the end of the season, from Fortuna Dusseldorf to 
Bayer Leverkusen after signing a three year deal with 

27 - In a sudden twist Jason Culina signs for Ajax Amsterdam in a deal worth a reputed 
$1.1 million. 

29 - Melbourne Storm host St George Illawarra and make mincemeat out of the Olympic 
Park turf. And as for those markings... 


Did they REALLY say that? 
"They don't talk down to the viewer. If you understand, fine. If you don't, catch up. Such 
is Les." - Kit Galer, Melbourne Herald Sun 12/5/99, on SBS’ On the Ball 








Australian National Soccer League 


Yes. it's true! You can win a copy of 'TUBGttHotANSL' (see back page) simply 


by answering three relatively simple questions, Entries close on July 20, with 
the first three correct entries drawn from the infamous SU bucket on July 21 
being deemed the winners. Send your entries to the usual place (see page 2). 
Correspondence may be entered into, but it may well be ignored. 
Good luck! 


The questions 
1. Who scored the Northern Spirit's first goal in the Ericsson Cup? 
2. Who scored Perth Glory's first goal in the Ericsson Cup? 
3. Which 1998/99 Ericsson Cup coaches and assistant coaches have scored in 
NSL grand finals (excluding penalty shoot-outs)? 


Stats & stuff - Andrew Howe 
Adelaide City had little to smile about during their all-too-brief finals | 


|campaign but Zebras fans can at least console themselves with several 


individual milestones. The first leg of their play-off against Perth Glory saw 
goalkeeper Jason Petkovic make his 150th consecutive league appearance, 


| only the fifth player in NSL history to reach that landmark. For the record, the 


other players are: 


Bobby Russell (Adelaide City and South Melbourne) 1980-1986 
Robert Zabica (Adelaide City) 1988-1993 
Steve Blair (South Melbourne) 1985-1991 
Phil Traianedes (Preston) 1985-1991 


Meanwhile, Alex Tobin will have to wait until next season to become the 
most ‘victorious’ player in NSL history. City's next win will be his 184th and 
bring him level with former team mate Sergio Melta (1977-1995). Their 
respective records are: 


Alex Tobin Won 183 Drawn 103 Lost 117 
Sergio Melta Won184 Drawn 115 Lost 146 


Milan Ivanovic ( 38 years and 139 days) became the oldest player ever to 
play in the NSL finals. 








Australia 1922 — 1998 


stern Soccer. The International Lineups & Stats Sertes. 
rh ees z : : | 
- pusts Available from Soccer Bookshelf. 72 Peters Ave 













Seer 





4 Spounds 95p (+ postage) 
i (And fora very short time through SU for 
$10 including postage. But be quick. we've 





For the first time in living memory, a major skills 
video has been released featuring NSL players. 
| Tricks of the Trade’ features star performances 
from the likes of Vas Kalogeracos and Bobby 
Despotovski and is essential viewing for 








| anyone interested in learning how to Keep a 
| ball off the ground. Oh. and how to impress 
your mates. of course, 
Contact: Sean D'Arcy at 

Jugla. 3 Glencraig Cres. Kinross 6028 or 
| phone 0417 093 611 








| Northern Spirit Supporters Club End of Season Night Saturday July 12th 
North Sydney Leagues Bowling Club (just behind Bob Stand) 
6pm - midnight Spirit players in attendance. 
Ticket only function - strictly over 18s Tickets are $10, finger food available. 
Drinks at Pub Prices. 

Bookings: Julian Floyd 0411 028 765, John McCormack 0412 178 666, 
Antony Bross 0419 699 686 






































Aussie Soccer stats game 

Ever fancied yourself! as couch/iianager of an NSE team. A 
Melbourne company. Play by mail. are organism, fora samall weekls 
cost. an Aussie soccer stals based game to hick ofl ver soon based 
on real life stats of NSL. players. I ities to meorperate the | 
administrative side (players wages, vround development), Purnsheets 
are mailed each week allowing vou to make selections in time tor the 
next round. A free start up pack can be sent by conliching Norman al 
NOP EP TS CONN UY 


Next month: Aussie Soccer EXPOsed. 

Can the International Soccer /xpo be a suceess without the presence 
of the host national body? Or most of the state federations? Or most 
ofthe NSL clubs? 

Read what REALLY happened at The Dome’ in “The Report’. 


It'll be ‘The Report’ to end 'em all... 














Despite problems in the legal arena. My Blue 
Heaven continues to push out the facts and 
rumours of all events at Optus Oval (and 





Olympic Park), Make sure you keep up to 





date by getting in touch with the Blues 
Crew vias 
My Blue Heaven 
P() Box 13078 
law Courts 
Melbourne 3000 
Or e-mail mbheavena hotmail.com 






































The Un official Beginners Guide to the 
History of the Australian National Soccer League 
ONLY $10:00 ... 


Chock full of tables stats, and tidbits, from 1977 to present day, ss cia Sasi ak Soe ba 
| give in this concise guide to the NSL. 

| All the finalists (cups as well), as well as the leading goal scorers in the one handy booklet 
makes this a must for all good collections # 


Available through Studs Up, selected NSL and ex-NSL clubs 
or from Santo at: 


Melbourne Sports Books 


Predeced hy Garry MPkee And Sine Bp 


